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F O O D  P A N T R Y  U P D A T E  
Thank you for your help!  In September,  

we helped about 23 households. 
 

W A Y S  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  
 You may donate any amount of money that you want and  

it will be used to purchase food for the sacks. 
 

 You may bring non-perishable food to the pantry.  Shopping 
lists are on the Food Pantry door and at the Welcome Center.  

 

 You can help when the food pantry is open on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month.  Call the office to volunteer. 

 

 You may offer your prayer support for this ministry. 
 

Together, we are helping our neighbors and community! 

 October Governing Board Meeting Highlights   
 

  The Governing Board has already received several  

positive comments that people have noticed a difference 
in the FLC already with only 14 (of the 90) sound panels in 
place.  There are several volunteers making the panels for 
about $26.24 per panel; purchased each panel would 
have cost $90 each.  In March, the Governing Board 

decided to set aside some FLC rental money to purchase 
sound panels for the Family Life Center. 
 

  The Governing Board is working with the Finance  
Committee on the 2012 Budget.  Giving is down for the 
year.  Our Monthly Finance Reports and Weekly Giving  
Reports can be viewed by everyone at the bulletin board 
which is by the choir room door. 
 

  Copies of the full minutes are at the Welcome Center. 
 

  The next Governing Board meeting is November 15 at 
1:00 pm in the Koinonia classroom.  This meeting is open for 
any current member of West Side to attend.  If you cannot 
attend the meeting and you have a concern or item for the 
board, please see a board member:  Steve Smith, Doug 
Angell, Mary Faulkner, Bill Owens, or John A. Wendinger 

A Simple Gift.  A Simple Message.   
Operation Christmas Child brings joy and 
hope to children in desperate situations 
worldwide through gift-filled shoe boxes 

and the Good News of God’s love. 
You can get involved in the excitement of 

Operation Christmas Child this year by  
praying for this ministry and by packing a shoebox with small 

toys, school supplies, or hygiene items for a girl or boy.   
The brochure on the display table by the Welcome Center 

will give you all the details.  A donation of $7 per box is 
needed for shipping and evangelistic outreach costs.   

There are extra toys from the resource room at the    
display table that you can have for your shoebox. 

Bring your gift-filled shoeboxes to the office by November 9.  

We hope you are  

making plans  to 

come to our annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner! 

 

Watch for more information 
in the Sunday bulletins. 

Ladies’ SILVER TEA - December 5 
 

Men’s Advent Gathering - December 8 
 

Christmas Candlelight Service will be held  
Wednesday, December 21 at 7 pm 

    Can you think of some things to thank God for?  Perhaps 

your problems have been so overwhelming that thanksgiving 

seems inappropriate, almost insincere.  God understands your       

emotions, but if you learn to thank Him, though your            

circumstances may not change, your attitude will.  You can 

thank Him that He loves you, has given His Son for your sins, 

sympathizes with your weaknesses, promises to meet every 

need, is generous in every respect, faithful in all situations—you 

get the idea.  God wants and deserves our gratitude, and the 

more we thank Him, the more our attitude is positively affected.  

    Let me ask you this question:  “What do you have to lose by 

giving thanks to God?”  I challenge you to spend 

some concentrated time just giving thanks to the 

Lord.  At the end of the day, see if your attitude 

isn’t changed for the better.  Do it consistently, 

and your obedience can pour the footings for a life grounded in 

the joy of the Lord.   
A Touch of His Joy: Meditations on God’s Abiding Joy by Charles Stanley 



West Si de  Church of  God 
1900 McCormick, Wichita, KS 67213 

Phone  (316) 264-8133 
Website  www.westsidecog.org 

Rev. Forest Cornwell, Pastor E
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F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r   

Encourage  Encounter  Express 

 

T  R  A  N  S  I  T  I  O  N  S 

I n the book of Exodus, the Israelite people were slaves to the Egyptian people.  They cried out to God for 
deliverance; and God heard them (Ex. 3:7).  God then sends Moses to lead the people out of Egypt.   
Now, this is where it gets difficult for the Israelites.  They were an oppressed 

people.  They wanted so much to be free, but in order for that to happen, there 
had to be changes—a change in how they were treated, how they lived their 
lives, and where they lived.  They were up for the change, but they did not realize 
how difficult the transitions would be. 
 

W hen Moses leads the people of Israel out of Egypt, it is a mass exodus of a 
group of people who were setting out for a new land—a Promised Land.  

It was a land flowing with milk and honey, and all they would ever need; but, it 
would not be easy.  As a matter of fact, it would be hard.  They had to have food, 
water, shelter, safety, and a host of other things along their way.  The key to 
navigating this time was the transitions.  How would they handle having no food?  
How would they handle having to camp every night and then get up in the 
morning to continue their journey?  What would they do when they ran into wild 
animals, or robbers?  Fortunately for us, it is written down.  The people did not  
handle the transitions very well.  They wanted to turn around and go back to 
Egypt (Ex. 14:10, 16:3).  On numerous occasions, they complained about their  
circumstances.  In Exodus 32, we find they even build a golden calf to 
worship.  When it came to entering the Promised Land, they decided not to 
go because it would be too difficult (Deut. 1).  Because of this, they had to 
wander in the wilderness for 40 years. 
 

W hat went wrong for the Israelites?  They wanted out of Egypt; and they had been promised a great land 
full of wonderful resources.  How did they miss it?  There are two reasons which are connected.  One 

reason is that they did not trust the Lord (Deut. 1:32); and the other reason was that they did not manage the 
transition period in the wilderness well.  The wilderness was a tough place—so tough that they preferred the  
difficulties in Egypt over the wilderness.  This showed a lack of trust in God.  God had showed them His glory and 
power; yet, it was not enough for them.  They wanted the familiar.  The wilderness was new.  They had to learn 
and figure this place out as to how they were going to live in it.  Instead of trusting God in the wilderness,  
because it was so difficult, they blamed God. 
 

W hat about us today?  Do we find making transitions too difficult?  Every single person in the world 
has had to make transitions in life—from moving, changing jobs, getting married, having a baby, 
and dealing with the loss of a loved one.  Many times it is very hard to navigate; and other times, 

not so much.  But it is very important that we work through the transitions instead of blaming the change.  The 
change only lasts for a moment.  I think all people resist change because it means having to rearrange our lives; 
but many times, our lives are better and richer for it.  The most important part of this is trusting—specifically,  
trusting in the Lord.  God has promised to walk with us every step of the way (Matt. 28:20).  We need to see 
change as an opportunity to grow in our faith.  One preacher said to another, “My people are becoming more 
and more like God—the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”  While God is never-changing, we, as people, 
are changing.  If we become satisfied with where we are, we are going to miss what God has promised us.  
Let’s not allow our fear of the unknown to stop us from experiencing all God has for us.  This newsletter article 
has been inspired by the book Managing Transitions: Making the Most of Change by William Bridges.  My hope 
is that you are inspired to manage the transitions that you face in your life by trusting in Jesus. 
 

                                                 In Christ, Pastor Forest 

John Emery creationswap.com 


